Phato finish.... Investec Loy and Wild Oats XI battle it out on 'I:ha approach to the Battery Point ﬁnlsh fine, Photo: Rolex/Daniel Forster
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water after a protestwas ledged
against the honours winner
InvestecLoyal followingits stun-
ningvictory over the five-time
champion, Wild Oats XI.
Lastyear, after winningits fifth
ntle, Wlld OatsXI had to endure a

* Butnowitis Anthony Bell's
turn to sit out the acnnvafa

.thechar

breachingarticle 41 of the race:
rules. The allegation is that on

- Tuesday, the crew asked an ABG

hehcopter hat sails Wild Oats XTI
was carrying—the charge bemg
outside assistance,

Bell and his crew management
mustface aninternational
tribunal at the Royal Yacht Club
of Tasmania in Hobart today at
10am.

Bell defended his boat agamst

. dec

copter [crew]” and a crewman on

i«
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‘of the sail plan in use on Wild

OatsXI. In particular, informa-
tionas towhether Wild Oats XI
wasflyinga trysail.” ;
The controversy marred a
spectaculaI linehonours VlCtOl'Y
.th gazied as
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15 continu
erewasno doubting
tothe 628- nautical
milerace had been nail-biting,

The closest finish for line
honoursis still for the 1982 race
when the British entrant Condor
beat the Australian boat Apollo
by sevenseconds. Butthe last
time theline honours race saw
two boats vying foritin the




