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But after deliberating for nearly three hours this morning, the race jury dismissed the protest.

"It's very relieving to actually get to this point,” Bell said after he emerged from the hearing earlier today.

"It [last night's win] was a great moment that got cut short, but in saying that I'd prefer that, if there was a
question mark, that it be dealt with properly with a process like this." ?oeng"m:"'oe’r‘fs’:":s
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when the yachts were just off Merimbula on the NSW south coast.
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In an audio recording Investec LOYAL tactician Michael Coxon is heard asking: "Can you confirm, does Wild Oats
have their trysail up? What colour is the sail, the mainsail they've got up?”

Coxon is a sail manufacturer who sold the mainsail to Wild Oats XI and had argued he merely wanted to know if
his sail was holding up in the conditions.
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Bell says the decision took longer than expected.

"It's sort of the long way around in some ways. It's very relieving to actually get to this point. There's rules in
every sport,” he said.

The LOYAL crew were later presented with the Illingworth trophy at Constitution Dock.

Each crew member was cheered by the crowd when they received separate medallions marking their win. The
official cup was awarded to Bell.

Investec LOYAL crossed the finish line at Constitution Dock on Wednesday evening, just three minutes and eight
seconds ahead of Wild Oats XI.

Investec LOYAL would have faced possible disqualification or a time penalty if it was found to be in breach of race

rules.

Deserved
Wild Oats XI skipper Mark Richards had already said he believed Investec LOYAL deserved the win.

"There were three stages to the race where we had a really big lead and we lost it, had no wind at all and they
sailed around us,” Richards said.

"They did a fantastic job and we congratulate those guys. We'll have to come back next year and have another
crack.”

Saying that a hearing last night would have been unfair to emotional and fatigued crew members, he said: "I think
we should all go and get emotional and fatigued now."

Ten yachts have now finished the Sydney to Hobart yacht race.
The NSW yacht Ichi Ban was the seventh to cross the finish line, closely followed by Victorian boat Calm.

Jazz and Ragamuffin crossed the line minutes later.




